
Metros + Regionals section assignment best
practice

Section Assignment Recommendations
● Dominant section assignment should always be a child section (where available)
● The child section chosen should be the most relevant to the story content
● The child section assignment should be led by audience discoverability. How can we

best assign this story so that the audience can find it in a relevant/contextual way?
● Assigning your story to the most relevant section helps build topical authority.

Benefits of child section assignment

- Displays the most relevant, contextual section tag which shows breadth of content
(increase value) and allows a clickable path to a relevant index page with more
related content.

- Increases search topic authority (section tags, breadcrumbs, URL)
- Increases content discoverability and personalisation (My News follows)

Best practice examples
Assign to the lowest child in a section tree as the dominant section eg. a story about:

Carlton should be assigned to Sport > AFL > AFL Teams > Carlton
An upcoming movie should be assigned to Entertainment > Movies > Upcoming Movies
Interest rates should be assigned to Finance > Economy > Interest Rates
The Royals should be Entertainment > Life > Royals

This is a good example for the Shark Quiz: dominant assigned to the correct section to show the right
section tag and only secondary assigned to its parent and the parent above that to allow it to flow onto
relevant pages and modules that are not curated, for example the Entertainment module on some
homepages.



Areas for improvement

1. Broad assignment
Assigning stories to a top level section prevents users from seeing the depth and breadth of
our content.

2. Unclear/Irrelevant section tags
Some topic or section tags may be meaningful internally, however if tags aren't using plain
language or not referring to well-known verticals, they won't help readers, resulting in fewer
clicks and missed chances to attract the right audience.

3. Scattergun approach
A scattergun approach to story assignment refers to randomly assigning sections without
considering their relevance to our audience or SEO strategy. Here's why it's bad for SEO:

Lack of focus: Content may not align with audience interests or niche.
Keyword dilution: Content lacks relevant keywords, diluting SEO effectiveness.



Inconsistent quality: Quality varies, harming reputation.
Missed SEO opportunities: Fails to target valuable keywords or trends.
Competitive disadvantage: Puts you behind competitors using strategic content.

Examples:

The following article has 96 section assignments

Rock stars and saving lives: Inside the world of Qld’s flying farmers

The following article has 58 section assignments

Real estate Australia: How female buyers are taking over the property market

https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/mackay/rock-stars-and-saving-lives-inside-the-world-of-qlds-flying-farmers/news-story/eb8c0293a2d31daa3e74408b525fd461
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/property/real-estate-australia-how-female-buyers-are-taking-over-the-property-market/news-story/baf90deb87ee00260c002496bc6ad95f

